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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

TiK prepay and accountants often produce reports for a e.ien. .o advise them of 
ft* current financial condition. It is important to present these reports to clients tn . 

L.anaft^veandprt.fessiona.appe^^rtfolder^n.eh^pn unreport ,s 
desired. 

Quite often, reports wM he presented on a cuartert, basis, summarizing finaneials for a 
ai ven ,L of fi-e year. It is desirable .0 coUect the four ,uarterly reports for a g ,ven year tn one 

drawer with previous years reports, in order .0 distinguish one year ftom another, 
contents in future years. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

to accordance with one aspect of to present invention, an expandable folder is provided, 
comprising a single, integral sheet of material including a back having a lower edge, an upper 
edge and firs, and second side edges, a first side connected ,o me fir* side edge of sard back by 
a firs, expanding side section having fir* second and third side fold lines, a second s,de 
connected to the seeond side edge of said back by a second expanding side section havmg first, 
second and mird side fold lines, a front connected to the lower edge of said hack by a expandmg 
,„„er section having first, second and mird lower fold lines, me fiont having a cover portton and 
a fold over portion, a flap connected to said upper edge of said back by an expanding upper 
section having firs,, second, third and fourth upper fold lines, wherein the fold over portion of 
said front has a firs, tab and a second fab, me first side has a slo. .o receive said firs, tab, the 
second side has a slot «o receive said second fab, and me cover portion of said ffon. has a slo. for 
receiving said flap. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

A mote complete understanding of me invention and its advantages wiU be apparent 
from the following Detailed Description when taken in conjunction with me accompanying 
Drawings, in which: 



Figure 
invention; 



1 is a plan view of an expandable folder forming a first embodiment of the present 



Figure 2A is a perspective view of the expandable folder partially assembled with the 
sides folded inward; 

Figure 2B is a perspective view of the expandable folder assembled with the flap open to 
receive documents; 

Figure 2C is a perspective view of the expandable folder assembled with the flap closed; 

and 

Figure 2D is perspective view of the expandable folder assembled showing the labeling. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



With reference now the Figures, wherein like reference characters designate .ike 

tekness of the reports, as wil. be described here after. Further, the expandable 10 can 
^bled without the use of glue, or other separate fasteners, and with no speca, too,, 

Withreference nowto Fig. 1, the expandable folder ,0 can be seen to be formedby a 
singl e integral shee, of materia, ,2. The materia, ,2 is preferably heavy paper, such as ,30 

20 and a flap 22. The fton. 20 is connected to a ,ower edge 24 of the back , 4 by an expandrng 
b o«o m secflo„offl,efton«20inc 1 udin g 4reefold.ines26,28and30. The first side ts 

connected to a firs, side edge 32 of fire back .4 by an expanding side section indudntg *ree srde 
L„„es34,3«and3g.T h e^nd S ide 1 Sisconnec^ t oasecondsideedge40ofu 1 eback 1 4 

„ a top edge 48 of Are back ,4 by an expanding top section including four fold hues 50, 52, 
and 56. 

Tta fa, side , 6 has a tab slot 58 formed .herein. The second side , 8 has a tab slot 60 
formed therein. The fton, 20 is formed into two sections, a cover portion 62 and a fo,d over 
portion 64 separated by a fold fine 76. The cover portion 62 has a flap rece.vmg slo, 66 merem. 
The fold over portion 64 is defined by having tapered tabs 68 and 70. 

With reference ,o me Figures, me expandable folder 10 can be assembled by folding in 
,he firs, atd second sides ,6 and ,8, as seen in Fig. 2A, so ft* Are surfaces 72 of me firs, an 
sewm d sides ,6 and ,8 face away fiommeinner surface 74 of me back ,4. The ftont 20 rsthen 



folded about the fold lines 26, 28 and 30 so that the fold line 76 separating the cover portion 62 
and fold over portion 64 is proximate the upper edges 78 of the first and second sides 16 and 18. 
The fold over portion 64 is then folded about the fold line 76 so that the tabs 68 and 70 are 
positioned between the first and second sides 16 and 1„ and the back 14, as seen in Fig.2B. The 
tab 68 is slid into slot 58 and the tab 70 is slid into slot 60. Tto tabs 68 and 70 wedge into slots 
58 and 60 due to their tapered wedge shape. By using the tabs 68 and 70 and slots 58 and 60, the 
first and second sides 1 6 and 1 8 are prevented from opening outward and the front 20 is held in 
position adjacent to the back 14 to form a pocket to receive the reports. 

After the reports have been inserted within the expandable folder 10, the flap 22 can be 
folded over the reports and the end 80 of the flap inserted into the flap slot 66 in the front 20 to 
close the folder 10 over the reports. One advantage of the design is the fact that the fold over 
portion 64 covers the flap slot 66 when the folder 10 is assembled such that when the end 80 of 
the flap is inserted into the flap slot 66, the end 80 is sandwiched between the fold over portion 
64 and cover portion 62 so that is does not catch on or interfere with the reports inside the folder 
lO.The use of the fold lines 26-30, 34-38, 42-46 and 50-56 permits the front 20 and back 14 to be 
spaced apart the proper distance to hold the reports and allows the expandable folder 10 to 
expand to the thickness required. The use of fold lines 50, 52, 54 and 56 define a label section 
82 between the fold lines 52 and 54 which can be marked with labels identifying the contents of 
the expandable folder 10. By use of the four fold lines 50, 52, 54 and 56, the label section 82 
will remain generally parallel the end of the expandable folder 10 as the folder is expanded in 
thickness to allow the label section 82 to be viewed easily. 

In one expandable folder constructed in accordance with the teachings of the present 
invention, the folder was designed to accommodate a total thickness of reports therein of 1 1/4 
inches. The fold lines 26, 28 and 30, fold lines 34, 36 and 38, and fold lines 42, 44 and 46 were 
each separated by 5/8 inches. The fold lines 50 and 52 and fold lines 54 and 56 were separated 
by 5/16 inches. The fold lines 52 and 54 were separated by 5/8 inches. The back 14 and cover 
portion 62(excluding the bottom section with fold lines 26-30) were 9 5/8 inches high and 1 1 5/8 
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inches wide. The flap 22 was four inches high(excluding the top section with fold lines 50-56). 
The flap slot 66 was 4 3/4 inches wide. The tab slots were 1 1/4 inches wide and the first and 
second sides 16 and 18 were 2 1/2 inches wide(excluding the side sections with fold lines 34-38 
and 42-46). The distance from fold line 76 to flap slot 66 is 2 13/16 inches. 

As can be appreciated, the expandable folder 10 can be assembled without tools or 
equipment. No glue or other fasteners are required to assemble the folder 10. In spite of the lack 
of glue or fasteners, the expandable folder 10 securely holds the reports in an attractive and 
presentable manner. The expandable folder 10 will readily fit on a shelf or in a drawer, with the 
label section 82 readily visible to indicate to the user the contents of the folder 10 and the firm 
name of the preparer. The exposed surface of the back 14 can also be imprinted with the 
preparer's firm name and personalized with an label adhered by adhesive to show the recipient's 
:, contents, year, etc. Preferably, the fold lines are knife cut and not scored. Clearly, if glue 
other fasteners are desired, the expandable folder 10 can incorporate them. 



name 
or 



While a single embodiment of the present invention has been illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings and described in the foregoing detailed description, it will be understood 
that the invention is not limited to the embodiment disclosed, but is capable of numerous 
rearrangements, modifications and substitutions of parts and elements without departing the 
scope and spirit of the invention. 
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